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A well-planned transit system takes into account how passengers can travel to and from transit by all
modes. Making the first- and last-mile trips easy, safe, and comfortable for people walking and bicycling
will likely enhance the success of the RFTA transit system through Glenwood Springs.
There are a number of recommended improvements that can be made to the walking and cycling
network in Glenwood Springs, ranging in complexity, cost, and their dependency on a future BRT
alignment. These recommendations are outlined below in three groupings or phases: Phase 1, which can
be implemented easily, at low cost, and independent of any specific transit improvements; Phase 2,
which are still independent of transit or BRT but more complex and require planning and funds; and,
Phase 3, which are dependent on a selected BRT alignment.

Phase 1 Improvements: easy & quick implementation – Estimated improvement costs $10k$50k
There are many improvements that can be made to the existing walking and bicycling network in
Glenwood Springs to enhance the comfort and connectivity of the existing active transportation
network. These improvements will enhance and facilitate walking and biking to, from, and between
neighborhoods, existing transit stops, and local destinations.

•

Maintenance of existing sidewalks and trails
Proper and timely maintenance, year-round, of the existing sidewalks, multi-use trails, and onstreet bicycle routes is the key to encouraging active transportation in Glenwood Springs and
traveling to and from transit via foot or bike and ensuring that the network is safe and
comfortable. Priority should be given to routes connecting to transit and key destinations. This
includes timely repair of surface damage; prompt removal of snow, ice, and debris; keeping
sidewalks and trails clear of obstructions, including temporary construction signs and barricades
when not in use; providing safe and clearly marked detour routes when construction does close
bike and pedestrian routes; and maintaining pavement markings, wayfinding signs, and
pedestrian ramps. This attention to maintenance should also be applied to any new or
proposed multimodal improvements, and regular maintenance should be accounted for in
annual budgeting.

•

Network Wayfinding
Glenwood Springs has an existing wayfinding program along various pedestrian and bicycle
routes. However, increasing the frequency and consistency of wayfinding signs and pavement
markings will help people walking and biking feel informed and confident navigating to and from
transit and destinations in between. Including information to major transit stops, long-term
bicycle storage, key local destinations, and estimated travel time/distance will provide people
with the information they’re looking for in a consistent delivery they’ll see and be able to
understand. Improved wayfinding may also be used to communicate intended facilities and
travel patterns meant for people walking and biking, i.e., if a cyclist should use the road or travel
on a shared trail.

•

Added Bicycle Parking and Storage
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Providing safe, secure bicycle
parking and storage at major
transit stations and minor transit
stops is important. The existing
transit station at 27th Street
currently experiences issues with
the parking lot filling up and
deterring people from traveling to
the station. Increasing bicycle
storage, both long- and shortterm, will lessen the need for
driving to the station if cyclists feel
their bikes will be secure while
traveling to and from their transit
FIGURE 1. EXAMPLE OF BICYCLE STORAGE AT TABLE MESA PARK-Ndestinations. Additionally, adding
RIDE, BOULDER
more bike racks at minor stops and
downtown will encourage people to travel by bike for their last-mile trips. Installing bike storage
near lighting and shelter increases a sense of safety and may encourage use at night and yearround.

•

Existing Network Connections
In the existing bicycle and pedestrian network, there are a handful of opportunities to improve
connections between facilities and destinations. The Rio Grande Trail between downtown and
27th Street is a popular commuter and recreational route for people living and working in
Glenwood Springs. However, getting on/off the trail at 8th Street, 12th Street/Riverside Drive,
and 14th Street/Coach Miller Drive is not ideal for cyclists and pedestrians. These locations have
confusing wayfinding, rail tracks to cross over, uneven grades, uneven pavement, or gravel and
other debris that make these connections uncomfortable and potentially unsafe. Adding
wayfinding signage and improving accessibility at these locations would enhance the existing
network and improve connections so people riding or walking feel confident accessing and
traveling along the Rio Grande Trail. The connection between the Rio Grande Trail, the
Meadows Trail, and 8th Street/Downtown is a critical connection between two widely used trails
and transit and business services in Downtown Glenwood Springs. However, continuity between
the trails, or how to access downtown from either of the trails, is not intuitive or clearly
indicated. This is a specific location where increased wayfinding and design improvements
would greatly add comfort and safety to the pedestrian and cyclist experience along these
corridors.
Glenwood Springs currently has two north-south on-street bicycle routes with bike lanes: Pitkin
and Blake Avenues. However, there are no east-west bicycle routes to connect those cycling
elsewhere in town to these routes or to the paved trail system. Improvements should be
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considered on key east-west streets to improve bicycle connections and safety. On-street
parking downtown is highly utilized and has frequent turnover, which presents conflict if bike
lanes were added to these streets in the downtown core. However, Shared Lane Markings
(“Sharrows”) could be placed on streets downtown to communicate to both cyclists and vehicles
that cyclists are welcome on the
roadway and should take the
lane. Enhancing the Sharrows
with green backgrounds or by
enlarging the pavement marking
and adding supplemental dashed
markings to indicate intended
positioning. Adding bicycle
detection, bike boxes, and/or
bicycle push buttons at
intersections would shorten the
wait time if a cyclist approaches
an intersection without other
vehicles.
FIGURE 2: "SUPER SHARROW" PAVEMENT MARKING IN ASPEN, CO INDICATES PRIORITY &
POSITIONING FOR BICYCLISTS ON SHARED ROADWAY.

FIGURE 3. PROPOSED PHASE 1 IMPROVEMENTS
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Phase 2 Improvements: independent of BRT alignment – Estimated improvement costs $50k$500k
•

27th Street improvements
27th Street serves as an important multimodal connection to the 27th Street RFTA station, the Rio
Grande Trail, the Atkinson Trail, and many neighborhoods off of Midland Avenue and Grand
Avenue. Improvements have been made in recent years to improve intersection and trail safety,
with the new bike/pedestrian bridge and roundabout at 27th Street and S Grand Avenue.
However, since 27th Street is such a critical link for all modes, there are additional recommended
improvements to make traveling as safe and comfortable as possible for people walking and
biking. These improvements will greatly improve the multimodal network and experience in
Glenwood Springs and connections to the existing transit services, independent of a future BRT
service.
Currently, there are 6-foot sidewalks on the north and south sides of 27th Street. The sidewalk
on the south side, however, does not connect fully between S Grand Avenue and S Glen
Avenue/SH 82; it ends west of the Roaring Fork School District parking lot. Both sidewalks
should span the full length of 27th Street; the north sidewalk, as it connects to the
bike/pedestrian bridge, should be widened to a 10-foot trail to accommodate both bicycles and
pedestrians. Additionally, wayfinding signage should be installed directing trail users to the 27th
Street RFTA station, the Rio Grande Trail, and the Atkinson Trail. Signage should identify the
north sidewalk as the preferred facility for cyclists, and ramps at all intersections on the north
side should be wide enough to accommodate a comfortable bicycle movement, at least 8 feet
wide and 10 feet deep to allow for easy bike maneuvering to cross. Signs at intersections should
warn vehicles to look for both pedestrians and cyclists crossing.
Additionally, the existing roundabout at 27th Street and Midland Avenue has approach grades
that allow vehicles to travel comfortably through the roundabout at speeds close to the posted
speed limit of 25 mph. While the design of this roundabout maintains vehicle flow, it is unsafe
for pedestrians and cyclists crossing the legs of the roundabout, especially with the absence of
RRFB crossing signs and lights like the ones installed at the new roundabout at 27th Street and S
Grand Avenue. It is recommended to improve the grades of the roundabout approaches to slow
vehicles as they approach and travel through the roundabout. This will likely improve visibility of
and yielding to pedestrians and cyclists wishing to cross at the roundabout. Adding flashing
beacons to the crossing signs will add to the benefit of improved grades. With the addition of
the new multi-use sidepath along S Midland Avenue, wayfinding should be added ahead of and
around the roundabout to guide pedestrians and cyclists as they maneuver around the
roundabout to connect to the Atkinson or Rio Grande Trails, the 27th Street RFTA Station, or to
continue along Midland Avenue. Since many cyclists will approaching the roundabout from the
new off-street sidepath on S Midland, adequate path width and maneuverability, in addition to
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wayfinding, should be provided for comfortable and safe travel around the roundabout. Access
between the roundabout at Midland and the 27th Street bike/ped bridge should be improved, by
widening the existing sidewalk to a 10’ shared-use sidepath, squaring up the intersection at
Woodberry Drive and aligning the ramps for safe and visible crossings, and continuing increased
wayfinding to guide pedestrians and cyclists along this route.

•

Off-Street Bicycle Facilities
Glenwood Springs has many great paved trails for both cyclists and pedestrians to use. There are
also many sidewalks in Glenwood Springs that are either designated as bicycle routes, or – due
to a lack of comfortable and designated on-street bicycle facilities – many cyclists choose to ride
on rather than the road to avoid conflicts with vehicles. If an existing sidewalk is to be used for
both cyclists and pedestrians, either due to traffic volumes, grades, alignment, or otherwise, the
sidewalk should be upgraded to a 10-foot sidepath (8-foot minimum) and designed and
designated as such, following trail or sidepath design standards as laid out in the FHWA Small
Town and Rural Multimodal Networks Guide and AASHTO Guide for the Development of Bicycle
Facilities. Wayfinding and signs should be included to communicate the trail as designated for
both bikes and pedestrians and proper etiquette (yield to peds, announce to pass, etc.). Road
signs should communicate to vehicles to look for both pedestrians and cyclists when turning.
Ramps on these facilities should be constructed to accommodate comfortable movement by
cyclists. Improvements to these routes should especially be prioritized where connecting
directly to transit stations and key destinations, for example the north sidewalk on 27th Street,
the sidewalk on Midland Avenue, and the sidewalk on 8th Street connecting the Rio Grande Trail
to Downtown Glenwood Springs.

•

Pedestrian Network
Gaps in the sidewalk network make walking to/from transit and destinations uncomfortable and
unsafe for pedestrians, and near impossible for people with mobility or vision impairments.
These gaps should be identified and filled to ensure full connectivity for people walking. Existing
sidewalks should be evaluated for maintenance needs, including out-of-date accessible ramps,
cracks, uneven grades, etc.
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FIGURE 4. PROPOSED PHASE 2 IMPROVEMENTS

Phase 3 Improvements: Coincident with chosen BRT alignment – Estimated improvement
costs $500k+
Grand Ave BRT alignment
Walking or biking along or crossing Grand Avenue under current conditions is not a very comfortable
experience. Traffic volumes on Grand Avenue are high, and projected to increase; between 27th Street
and 14th Street, those walking or biking have to cross many large commercial parking lots – some
spanning full blocks; sidewalk width and condition varies between 27th Street and Downtown; and
separation from traffic by a paved or landscaped buffer or parked cars is minimal or nonexistent. There
is no dedicated on-street bicycle facility on Grand Avenue, and as it is a 5-lane high-volume corridor,
cycling on the road is not ideal. Of those who do bike along Grand Ave, most choose to ride on the
sidewalks which are not wide enough to be comfortable shared bike-ped facilities.
The addition of a BRT alignment along Grand Avenue will provide opportunities for people to take the
bus close to desired destinations or origins and travel easily by foot or bike to/from the bus. However,
there are concerns with this BRT alignment related to bike and pedestrian comfort and safety that
should be considered.
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Currently, bus stops and bus travel along Grand Avenue are adjacent to the sidewalk, except from 13th
Avenue to 8th Avenue, where a parking lane creates separation. Removing the parking lane and replacing
it with a Bus Only lane will eliminate this buffer from bus traffic for an additional 5-6 blocks. To
minimize conflicts and increase pedestrian comfort, a buffer should be added between the sidewalk and
the roadway, where possible, in the form of a landscaped tree zone or paved furnishing zone. This buffer
may be used for bus stops and provides a place for snow storage in the winter, in addition to creating a
better and safer pedestrian space. This buffer should be a minimum of 3’ wide. Sidewalks should be a
minimum of 6’ wide; if the sidewalk is intended to serve as a multi-use facility for pedestrians and
cyclists, it should be a minimum of 8’ wide and designated and maintained as a trail facility.
To accommodate and encourage people traveling by bike to and from bus service, it will be critical to
evaluate bicycle routes that parallel the BRT alignment and navigate to bus stops and destinations. As
mentioned in the Phase 1 recommendations, additional routes in Glenwood Springs should be evaluated
to create a connected network of comfortable bicycle routes. These routes, along with a complete and
consistent wayfinding program, will help those biking to and from BRT service find their way to bus
stops, destinations, and to connecting bike routes to continue their first- and last-mile trips. Bike storage
should be provided at all transit stops, with secure racks and adequate lighting.
Rio Grande Corridor BRT alignment
The Rio Grande Trail (RGT) is a highly utilized and valued recreational and commuter corridor for people
walking and biking in Glenwood Springs. For this reason, the addition of a BRT alignment along the Rio
Grande Corridor must take into great consideration the comfort and safety of those who use the trail.
One of the greatest qualities of the RGT is its separation from vehicular traffic. As much as possible,
physical and perceived separation between the trail and BRT alignment should be maintained. Where
space allows within the corridor, the trail or BRT alignment should be laid out to provide the greatest
amount of horizontal separation. Where right-of-way is constrained, creating a sense of separation with
landscaping, fencing, and/or by raising the BRT alignment slightly above the trail corridor will help trail
users feel their facility is still separate from the BRT route. These elements of separation will also
mitigate added noise from the BRT service from disrupting the natural river trail environment.
Because of its separation from vehicular traffic, the RGT has very few conflicts with traffic and
intersections. The addition of a BRT route to the corridor will change this. Safety and visibility of RGT
trail users must be a top priority, especially at proposed BRT stops along the corridor and locations
where buses enter and exit the trail corridor. The four locations where pedestrians and bicyclists need
to cross the Rio Grande BRT corridor should also be carefully considered and planned to allow for
maximum visibility; crossing signage, striping, and signals where appropriate; and accessibility. Right of
way should be clearly communicated to instruct trail users and bus drivers who has priority at these
locations. These crossing locations should be limited, for safety, but also placed at logical locations
where trail users will likely be accessing the trail or BRT service – such as at the Glenwood Springs
Elementary School, 13th Street (including the driveway), Stubler Drive (behind the Glenwood Springs
High School athletic field, and near the vacant Safeway building. Wayfinding along this portion of the
Rio Grande Corridor will be critical to communicate proper crossing maneuvers, BRT bus stop and
destination information, and traveling from BRT to destinations in Glenwood Springs.
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Opportunities to enhance the RGT experience should be explored, to mitigate any disruptions caused by
the addition of BRT along the trail. In addition to separation from the bus service, adding amenities such
as a soft-surface running trail alongside the paved trail, bike maintenance stations, shade structures, etc.
will help maintain the quality of the RGT and encourage its continued use as a recreational corridor after
bus service is added.

FIGURE 5. PROPOSED PHASE 3 IMPROVEMENTS

Total Multimodal Improvements Cost, Phase 1-3: $1M+
Many of the recommended improvements described are more holistic rather than singular projects. To
create a complete bicycle and pedestrian network, connected to the transit system for comfortable firstand last-mile trips, thoughtful planning and phasing will need to be done to implement the projects.
Some project costs would be one-time, like the recommended 27th Street improvements, for example.
Other costs would be more spread out and recurring, such as sidewalk and trail maintenance,
wayfinding program maintenance, etc. More thorough considerations should be done for more accurate
project costs, but all together, the combined cost for all three phases is likely over $1 million. Federal,
state, and other potential funding sources are detailed below.
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Project Funding Sources
Identifying and securing future funding is essential to realizing the multimodal projects recommended to
accompany transit and future BRT service through Glenwood Springs. Table 1 identifies potential
funding sources from federal agencies, state agencies and private foundation sources to support the
implementation and long-term maintenance of these recommended improvements. The table makes
an initial determination of which of the three phases would be eligible for specific funding source based
on current information. When funding is actually pursued, continued viability of the funding source and
eligibility requirements will need to be verified by the lead agency or applicant(s). A brief description is
provided for each funding source with a link to additional on-line resources below Table 1.

Table 1: Funding Sources by Phase
Funding Sources

Agency

BUILD Grant

USDOT

Highway Safety Improvement Program

CDOT

Recreational Trails Program

FHWA

Transportation Alternatives

CDOT

Recreation Economy for Rural
Communities

EPA

Safe Routes to School

CDOT

Connect Initiative

GOCO

Non-Motorized Trails Grant

CPW

Conservation Trust Fund

DOLA

Statewide Multimodal Options Funds

CDOT

Phase 1
Improvements

Phase 2
Improvements

Phase 3
Improvements

✓

✓

✓

✓
✓

✓
✓

✓
✓
✓
✓

✓

✓

Boettcher Foundation

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓
✓

Doppelt Family Trail Development
Fund

✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

✓

Activating Places and Spaces Together

✓

The National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation Acres for America Grant
Program

✓

The International Mountain Bicycling
Association Trail Accelerator Grants

✓

People for Bikes Community Grant
AETNA Cultivating Health Community
Grant

✓

✓

✓

✓

✓

Federal Funding Sources
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Better Utilization Investments to Leverage Development (BUILD) Discretionary Grant
The BUILD grant, formerly known as Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER)
Discretionary Grants Program, allows sponsors at the state and local levels to obtain funding for multimodal, multi-jurisdictional projects that are more difficult to support through traditional Department of
Transportation (DOT) funding programs. Recreational trails are an eligible project category among other
active transportation and recreation categories. Projects are evaluated based on merit criteria that
include safety, economic competitiveness, quality of life, environmental sustainability, state of good
repair, innovation, and partnership. Grants applications are accepted annually in May. (A, B, C)
Funds are programmed by the U.S. Department of Transportation.
https://www.transportation. gov/BUILDgrants
Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)
The HSIP provides $2.4 billion nationally for projects and programs that help communities achieve
significant reductions in traffic fatalities and serious injuries on all public roads, bikeways, and walkways.
Infrastructure and non-infrastructure projects are eligible for HSIP funds. Pedestrian and bicycle safety
improvements, enforcement activities, traffic calming projects, and crossing treatments for active
transportation users in school zones are all examples of eligible projects. In order to be eligible for the
HSIP, all states must have developed a Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) that identifies projects or
strategies to reduce identified safety problems, and evaluate this SHSP on a regular basis. All HSIP
projects must be consistent with the state’s Strategic Highway Safety Plan (SHSP) of achieving zero
deaths on Colorado roads. Funds are awarded on an annual basis from the Federal Highway
Administration and the Colorado Department of Transportation. (A, B)
Funds are programmed by the Colorado Department of Transportation.
https://www.codot.gov/library/traffic/hsip
Recreational Trails Program (RTP)
The RTP provides funds to the States to develop and maintain recreational trails and trail-related
facilities for both non-motorized and motorized recreational trail uses. The RTP is an assistance program
of the Department of Transportation's Federal Highway Administration. Federal transportation funds
can be used for any purposes that benefit recreation including hiking, bicycling, in-line skating,
equestrian use, cross-country skiing, snowmobiling, off-road motorcycling, all-terrain vehicle riding,
four-wheel driving, or using other off-road motorized vehicles. These funds are available for both paved
and unpaved trails, but may not be used to improve roads for general passenger vehicle use or to
provide shoulders or sidewalks along roads. Eligible projects must support the goals of the State
Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan and the Strategic Plan of the State Trails Program. (B, C)
Funds are programmed by Colorado Parks and Wildlife
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/
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Transportation Alternatives (TA)
The Fixing America’s Surface Transportation (FAST) Act recently replaced the former Transportation
Alternatives Program (TAP) with set-aside funds under the Surface Transportation Block Grant Program
(STBG). For administrative purposes, the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) refers to these funds
as TA Set-Aside. Projects eligible for TA Set-Aside funds include on-and off-road active transportation
facilities, improvements to non-driver access to transit, recreational trails, and safe routes to school.
Funds are programmed by the Colorado Department of Transportation.
https://www.codot.gov/programs/planning/documents/grants/tap/TAP-guidelines.pdf
Recreation Economy for Rural Communities
The Environmental Protection Agency’s Recreation Economy for Rural Communities program is a
planning assistance program to help communities develop strategies and an action plan to revitalize
their downtowns through outdoor recreation. Outdoor recreation activities have become increasingly
popular across the United States and tend to aid with the conservation of natural lands and forests. This
program enables communities to strategically invest in outdoor recreational opportunities that create
jobs, foster environmentally friendly community development, revitalize downtowns, and offer new
opportunities for people to connect with the natural world. Eligible projects include:
•

Ensuring local residents, including young people, have connections and opportunities related to
nearby outdoor assets to foster community pride, good stewardship, and local economic
benefits.

•

Developing or expanding trail networks to attract overnight visitors and new businesses and
foster use by local residents.

•

Developing in-town amenities, such as broadband service; housing; or shops, restaurants, or
breweries, to serve residents and attract new visitors and residents with an interest in nearby
outdoor assets.

•

Marketing Main Street as a gateway to nearby natural lands to capture and amplify outdoor
recreation dollars.

•

Developing a community consensus on the management of outdoor assets to reduce potential
conflicts and ensure sustainable use of resources. (B, C)

Funds are programmed by the Environmental Protection Agency.
https://www.epa.gov/smartgrowth/recreation-economy-rural-communities-2019-application

Safe Routes to School (SRTS)
The SRTS program provides a source of funding for education, enforcement, evaluations, and
infrastructure improvements (e.g. sidewalks, bike parking, etc.) that encourage elementary and middle
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school students to walk or bike to school. The Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT)
administers these programs using Federal Surface Transportation Block Grant Set-Aside funds and HSIP
Program funds. Eligible entities include local governments, regional transportation authorities, transit
authorities, natural resource or public land agencies, and school districts. Funds are available for SRTS
programs that benefit elementary and middle school children in Kindergarten through 8th grade. Eligible
projects must be within a 2-mile radius of the identified schools. (A, B, C)
Funds are programmed by the Colorado Department of Transportation
https://www.codot.gov/inf_fy19srts_instructionsandguidelines.pdf
Colorado State Agencies
Colorado Connect Initiative
GOCO’s Connect Initiative is a five-year strategy aimed at increasing access to outdoor experiences
through the construction of non-motorized trails of local, regional, and statewide significance. This
program aims to increase access to the outdoors in Colorado communities by filling trail gaps, building
new trails, and providing better walkable and bikeable access for youth and families. Applicants may
request up to $2 million for trail construction projects. Eligible grantees include municipalities, counties,
and Title 32 special park and recreation districts that receive Conservation Trust Fund monies from the
Department of Local Affairs. Projects must be primarily for trail construction; however, land acquisitions
may be considered with staff approval. There is no requirement for surface type. Projects that present
an exciting opportunity to leverage partnerships and outside funding, connect important trail segments,
and are shovel-ready may score more competitively. (B, C, D)
Funds are programmed by Great Outdoors Colorado.
https://goco.org/grants/apply/connect-initiative-grants
Non-Motorized Trails Grant
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) funds several types of trail grants including large recreational trail
grants, small recreational trail grants, trails planning, and trail support grants. This program is a
partnership among Colorado Parks and Wildlife; Great Outdoors Colorado; the Colorado Lottery; the
federal Recreational Trails Program; and the Land and Water Conservation Fund. To be eligible for the
Non-Motorized Trails Grant, projects must include new trail or trailhead construction; maintenance, reroute, or reconstruction of existing trails; enhancements or upgrades to existing trailheads; trail and
trailhead system planning; building and enhancing support organizations; or acquiring land or
easements. Projects are required to have at least a 30% match, and all properties on which the funded
projects take place must be under control of the grantee. (B, C)
Funds are programmed by Colorado Parks and Wildlife.
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/TrailsGrantsNM.aspx
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Conservation Trust Fund (CTF)
Colorado’s Department of Local Affairs distributes Conservation Trust Funding to local governments,
including counties, cities, towns, and Title 32 special districts that provide park and recreation services in
their plans. These funds are the portion of Colorado Lottery proceeds constitutionally mandated to be
distributed directly to local governments, based on population, for acquiring and maintaining parks,
open space, and recreational facilities. CTF funds are distributed on a quarterly basis and can be used for
numerous conservation and recreational uses, including developing parks and open space and
preserving floodplains, greenbelts, and scenic areas for any scientific, historic, scenic, or recreational
use. (B, C)
Funds are programmed by the Colorado Department of Local Affairs.
https://cdola.colorado.gov/conservation-trust-fund-ctf

Colorado Multimodal Options Fund
The Colorado Multimodal Options Fund (MMOF) seeks to fund multimodal transportation projects and
operations throughout the state because, in addition to the general benefits that it provides to all
Coloradans, a complete and integrated multimodal transportation system:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Benefits seniors by making aging in place more feasible for them;
Benefits residents of rural areas by providing them with flexible public transportation services;
Provides enhanced mobility for persons with disabilities; and
Provides safe routes to schools for children.

Eligible projects are selected to receive local Multimodal Options Funds (MMOF) by the Regional
Planning Commissions (RPC) of the 15 Transportation Planning Regions (TPRs). (A, B, C)
Funds are programmed by the Colorado Department of Transportation
https://www.codot.gov/programs/planning/grants/mmof-local
Foundations, Corporations, and Associations
Boettcher Foundation
The Boettcher Foundation champions excellence and invests in high-potential organizations that are
developing new ideas that can drive Colorado forward. They support organizations and initiatives that
strive to innovate, impact and improve the quality of life for Coloradans. They prioritize capital building
or community infrastructure projects for Colorado through “a lens of rural depth.” Letters of Inquiry can
be submitted any time of the year. (A, B, C, D)
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Funds are programmed by the Boettcher Foundation.
www.boettcherfoundation.org

Doppelt Family Trail Development Fund
Launched in 2015 by the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (RTC), the Doppelt Family Trail Development Fund
supports organizations and local governments that are implementing projects to build and improve
multi-use trails. RTC awards approximately $85,000 per year to several qualifying projects through a
competitive process. While applications for projects on rail-trails and rails-with-trails will be given
preference, rail-trail designation is not a requirement. However, the trail must serve or plan to serve
multiple user types, such as bicycling, walking, and hiking, and be considered a trail, greenway, multi-use
trail, or shared use path. In addition, the program must advance trail development, help establish
corridor connections, or improve current conditions on the trail. Grant applications are accepted
annually in January. (B, C, D)
Funds are programmed by the Rails-to-Trails Conservancy.
https://www.railstotrails.org/ our-work/grants/doppelt/
Activating Places and Spaces Together
This funding opportunity, administered by the Colorado Health Foundation, supports locally-defined,
place-specific efforts to get people outdoors and actively engaged in their neighborhoods – together.
The goal of the funding opportunity is to help activate existing infrastructure in public places that
contributes to a community’s overall health through residential usage and positive experiences. Grant
funds support the costs associated with project planning and implementation, and provides technical
assistance for community engagement, communications, and marketing, for up to one year. Eligible
projects must reflect the Foundation’s cornerstones of serving low-income Coloradan residents who
have historically had less power or privilege and doing everything with the intent of creating health
equity. (A)
Funds are programmed by the Colorado Health Foundation.
https://www.coloradohealth.org/funding-opportunities/funding-opportunity-activating-places-andspaces-together
The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Acres for America Grant Program
The Acres for America grant program is a joint public-private partnership between the National Fish and
Wildlife Foundation and Walmart. This program works to conserve fish and wildlife habitat, protect
public lands, provide access to outdoor recreation, and ensure the future of local economies that
depend on outdoor recreation, forestry, or ranching. Eligible grantees include non-profit 501c
organizations, state government agencies, local governments, municipal governments, Indian tribes, and
education institutions. (B, C, D)
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Funds are programmed by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation.
https://www.nfwf.org/programs/acres-america
International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) Trail Accelerator Grant
IMBA provides Trail Accelerator Grants to help grow the quantity and quality of mountain bike trail
communities. These grants provide a jump-start to communities that have the interest and political
support to develop trail systems, but need assistance to get projects up and running. A Trail Accelerator
grant offers awardees professional trail planning and consultation services to launch their trail
development efforts, which can often leverage additional investment from local, regional, and national
partners. (C)
Funds are programmed by the International Mountain Bicycling Association.
https://www.imba.com/trails-for-all/trail-accelerator-grants
People for Bikes Community Grant
The PeopleForBikes Community Grant Program supports bicycle infrastructure projects and targeted
advocacy initiatives that make it easier and safer for people of all ages and abilities to ride. This program
accepts grant applications from non-profit organizations that focus on bicycling, active transportation,
or community development; city or county agencies or departments; and state or federal agencies
working locally. Requests must support a specific project or program (i.e. grant funds cannot be used for
general operating costs), such as:
•
•
•
•
•

Bike paths, lanes, trails, and bridges
Mountain bike facilities
Bike parks and pump tracks
BMX facilities
End-of-trip facilities such as bike racks, bike parking, bike repair stations and bike storage

PeopleForBikes funds up to $10,000 for engineering and design work, construction costs including
materials, labor, and equipment rental, and reasonable volunteer support costs. This program does not
require a specific percentage match, but does look at leverage and funding partnerships very carefully.
(A, B, C)
Funds are programmed by People for Bikes.
https://peopleforbikes.org/grant-guidelines/
Cultivating Healthy Communities (CHC) Grant Program
The CHC grant program is geared specifically towards nonprofit organizations that work with
underserved, low-income, and minority populations in the contiguous United States. CHC seeks to
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catalyze measurable improvements in community health outcomes by funding projects that address the
social determinants of health and participants’ physical, mental, and social well-being. Eligible projects
must work to accomplish the following goals:
•
•
•
•
•

Improve the walkability, bikeability, and use of public spaces in a community
Increase collaboration between local law enforcement and community members to proactively
address immediate public safety issues
Decrease exposure to air and water contaminants
Increase healthy behaviors, such as exercise and eating healthy goods
Increase access to healthy foods through the development of new or enhanced retail options (A,
B, C)

Funds are programmed by AETNA.
https://www.aetna-foundation.org/grants-partnerships/grants/cultivating-healthy-communitiesrfp.html
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