GLENWOOD SPRINGS CITY PROFILE
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LOCAL RECREATION

Welcome to
GLENWOOD SPRINGS, COLORADO
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Community Center
Four River Ramp Access Points
Nine miles of River
Aquatic Center
Ice Rink
Climbing Wall
Community Gardens
White Water Park

•
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15 City Parks
Dog Park
45 miles of Trails
50 acres of Built Park
Sunlight Ski Mountain Resort
Two Hot Springs
4200 acres of Parks/Open Space
Hanging Lake Trail

REGIONAL RECREATION
Skiing and Snowboarding

Distance from Glenwood Springs:
• Sunlight Ski Resort......12.7 miles
• Aspen.........................41.3 miles
• Snowmass..................48.4 miles
• Highlands...................41.1 miles
• Buttermilk...................38.4 miles

TRANSPORTATION
Regional Bus System

The City provides a free bus service called “Ride Glenwood”. Ride Glenwood delivers residents
and tourists to nine stop locations and connects to the local RFTA transit station. RFTA transit
system provides transit across the Roaring Fork Valley from Glenwood Springs to Aspen.

Airports

COMMUNITY OVERVIEW
Situated at the confluence of the Colorado and Roaring Fork Rivers and the intersection of
I-70 and SH 82, Glenwood Springs is a regional hub threading together the Colorado River
Valley and the Roaring Fork Valley. Best known as a historic destination for vacationers with
diverse natural amenities, most particularly hot springs, it has transitioned to be a destination
with access to world-class ski areas, mountain biking, spectacular fly fishing, and kayaking that
attracts 1.3 million visitors a year. Not to mention Glenwood Springs’ downtown commercial
district which offers a mix of entertainment and cultural venue, retail, higher education, and
professional offices that serve residents and visitors alike.

Glenwood Springs has convenient access to four airports including Glenwood Springs
Municipal Airport, Grand Junction Regional Airport, Aspen/Pitkin County Airport, and Eagle
County Regional Airport.

Rail

An Amtrak station is located in the
heart of Glenwood Springs’ historic
downtown and is the gateway to the
Roaring Fork Valley and the West.

Quick Facts
ONE OF THE 12 MOST CHARMING
SMALL TOWNS IN COLORADO
- TRAVEL MAG 2021
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GLENWOOD’S 2020-2025 STRATEGIC VISION
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Glenwood Springs is a regional center for retail, education, healthcare, and professional services.
Glenwood Springs serves as the county seat for Garfield County, and the regional headquarters for
a number of state and federal offices. The city is well known for its long-standing tourism market that
dates to the city’s founding in the late 1800s. A diverse economy is a strong and resilient economy.

The City Council believes that five goals are essential for moving our community forward. It is the
responsibility of the council and all city employees to uphold these goals to guide future decisions.
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Achievements
• Improved transparency from staff and council to the community

2

Achievements
• Creation and implementation of inclusionary zoning code to support affordable housing
• In the process of creating a housing action plan and funding stream for affordable housing
• Currently designing and seeking funding for 6th Street improvements

PROVIDE EFFICIENT AND RESPONSIVE CITY GOVERNMENT
Glenwood Springs deserves a city government that operates ethically, efficiently, and is responsive
to its residents. To meet this goal, the city council and city employees will ensure transparency in
its operations and budgeting. City staff will have access to tools and training to advance the city’s
operations while pursuing systematic citizen engagement.

PRESERVE AND IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE

GENERATE SUSTAINABLE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
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ENSURE PUBLIC SAFETY
A safe city for all residents and visitors is a foundational goal. Residents should feel safe throughout
the city, in their neighborhoods, in their city parks, and in their homes.
Achievements
• Hired a Deputy Fire Chief
• Hired eight new Fire and EMS positions and seven new police officers in 2021

The residents of Glenwood Springs have made significant investments in city infrastructure. It is critical
to the health and vitality of the city that infrastructure is constructed, repaired and maintained to
high standards. Through deliberate action the city will prioritize and address all infrastructure needs to
ensure safety, health, livability, and to protect taxpayer’s investments.
Achievements
• Reconstruction of streets and utilities including South Midland, Cedar Crest, and Red Mountain
• Maintained operation and availability of Broadband Network/Last Mile Deployment of 		
		Broadband
• Water conservation improvements from the response to Grizzly Creek Fire
• Improvements to wastewater treatment
• 100% Renewable Electricity
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PROTECT AND PRESERVE OUR QUALITY OF LIFE
Glenwood Springs is a highly desirable place to live with a pristine high desert environment, mineral
Springs, access to recreation, and favorable climate. The city has excellent health and human
services, education, and commercial services for its residents. At the same time, there are challenges
to our quality of life including traffic congestion, rising housing costs, increased impacts from growth,
and proposed inappropriate industrial development. It is the City’s goal to protect and preserve the
quality of life and environment so that future generations can enjoy the same benefits as the present
residents.
Achievements
• Committed $200,000 to support a Detox Facility
• Increased public outreach/awareness/education related to watershed and riparian health

“ONE OF 11 BEST COLORADO
MOUNTAIN TOWNS“
- WORLDATLAS 2022

STATISTICS

INCENTIVES
The Opportunity Zone program offers a temporary deferral, reduction and potential elimination of certain
federal capital gains in long-term investments through an Opportunity Fund. For more information, go to
https://oedit.colorado.gov/colorado-opportunity-zone-program.

GLENWOOD SPRINGS SECTOR EMPLOYMENT DISTRIBUTION
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The City’s top super sectors for employment in spring 2021 were education and health services
(24 percent), leisure and hospitality (19 percent), retail trade (19 percent) and government (11 percent).
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Source: Colorado Department of Labor and Employment, Quarterly Census of Employment and Wages.
11%

Government
Leisure & Hospitality
Education & Health Services
Retail Trade
Professional & Business Services
Construction
Financial Activities
Other Services
Wholesale Trade
Information
Transportation, Warehousing & Utilities
Manufacturing
Mining & Logging
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6TH STREET CORRIDOR OPPORTUNITY ZONE (CENSUS TRACT 9516)

2

DOWNTOWN & COMMERCIAL DISTRICT (CENSUS TRACT 9517.02)

19%
24%

3

3%
7%

1%

Census Tract 9517.02 captures the downtown commercial district,
including a portion of the 8th Street Crossing area and the Vogelaar
Park site.
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19%

9%
2%

Census Tract 9516 encompasses the 6th Street Corridor and North Glenwood neighborhood.
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VOGELAAR PARK SITE

The Vogelaar Park site is part of a not-yet-complete land exchange
between the City and the Roaring Fork School District that could
allow a portion of the centrally located property to be used for
development.
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Median
Household Income

Mean
Household Income

Median
Home Value

Number of
Households

Daytime
Population

$72,204

$93,063

$441,798

4,114

13,571

STATE ENTERPRISE ZONES

Downtown Glenwood Springs and West Glenwood are designated by the office of economic development and
international trade (OEDIT) as State enterprise Zones. The enterprise Zones program offers state tax credits for
investors and businesses alike to encourage development and expansion in these areas. For more information
about the Enterprise Zone program and to verify eligibility for tax credits, go to: agnc.org/enterprise-zone.

SALES TAX REBATE PROGRAM

The City of Glenwood Springs offers a sales tax rebate to offset the costs of certain City imposed fees for
qualifying businesses. For information about the sales tax rebate, visit cogs.us/rebate.

HOUSEHOLD MAKEUP
Households with 1 person
Households with 2+

33%
67%

Source: 2020 American FactFinder

TOP EMPLOYERS
Berthod Motors
City of Glenwood Springs
City Market
Colorado Mountain College
Garfield County
Glenwood Caverns Adventure Park
Glenwood Hot Springs Resort
Glenwood Springs Health Care
Gould Construction
Holy Cross Energy
Hotel Colorado
Lowe’s
Mountain Valley Development Services
Roaring Fork School District RE-1
SGM Engineering, Consulting and Surveying
Valley View Hospital

GLENWOOD SPRINGS REVOLVING LOAN FUND

EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT
Bachelor’s degree 25.9%
Graduate degree 14.8%

The City of Glenwood Springs offers a financing opportunity through a revolving loan fund (RLF) that provides
low-interest financing options to business owners operating within city limits. Funding may be utilized for Fire
suppression systems, working capital needs, acquisition or rehabilitation of fixtures, furniture, or equipment,
property rehabilitation, site improvements, and limited new construction projects.

DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT FAÇADE GRANT PROGRAM

TRAFFIC COUNTS - AADT 2020
Grand Avenue Bridge (Highway 82)

28,000

Highway 82 (near Wal-Mart)

23,000

Source: Colorado Department of Transportation

SALES TAX COLLECTIONS
The City of Glenwood Springs reported sales tax receipts
of $19.1 million in 2019 and a slight decrease in 2020 of
$18.2 million due to the pandemic. 2021 has been a
banner year at $22.6 million.
Source: City of Glenwood Springs Finance Department

The Downtown Development Authority’s (DDA) Facade Improvement Program is designed to enhance the
quality and vitality of downtown Glenwood Springs by providing up to a $10,000 grant to businesses for rehab
of facades.

NORTHWEST LOAN FUND

The Northwest Loan Fund (NLF) is for new or growing business within our service area that is creating jobs or
providing positive economic impact for the local economy. The categories for which the NLF makes loans
include: acquisition of an existing business, business expansion, start-up costs for a new or expanding business,
purchase of business-occupied real estate, purchase of equipment, furniture and fixtures, inventory and
working capital.

VOLUNTARY DEED RESTRICTION PROGRAM

Entering the Voluntary program allows developers to waive impact fees including water and sewer improvement
and tap, school land dedication, fire and emergency services, and parkland dedication fees.

UPCOMING PROJECTS
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REVITALIZATION OF THE 6TH STREET HISTORIC CORRIDOR

This historic corridor will be enhanced by 6th street reconstruction in 2022.
Providing a stronger connection to downtown and pedestrian-friendly corridor;
a blueprint for future north Glenwood revitalization.

HANGING LAKE TRAIL RECONSTRUCTION

A temporary trail has been restored following the 2021 debris flows which
caused major trail Damage. Progress continues for design of a permanent
National Park Service-standard trail to accommodate the extensive number of
visitors every year.

CBN FIBER TO PREMISES EXPANSION

Community Broadband Network (CBN) a city-operated fiber network is currently
available to 50% of the city, with full project completion expected in 2022. CBN
offers unparalleled services on next-generation technology benefiting customers
in capacity, speed, and reliability to Glenwood customers including homes and
businesses of all scales.

SAYRE PARK IMPROVEMENTS – PHASE 2

The City will complete phase 2 improvements to Sayre Park in 2022, including
enhancements to the restrooms, a new universal design playground, a pavilion/
plaza, and ADA walkways. Sayre Park is a beloved community asset and hosts
youth sports and community celebrations throughout the year.

3 MILE

3 Mile Creek Restoration Project located on Atkinson trail will be completed by
end of 2022. The project is designed to help address the heavy use of the area,
enhance amenities, protect and improve the Roaring Fork River shorelines, and
improve river access.
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Improvements in
Glenwood Springs
The City is undertaking several capital projects
over the next few years to better serve residents
and improve quality of life. These projects invest
in connectivity, places for people to gather, and
enhanced safety. In all, the projects underway
in 2022 amount to approximately $28 million.
Glenwood Springs is a hub for outdoor recreation
year-round and the City aims to improve
experiences here for residents and visitors alike.
The eight projects represented on this map are just
a few of Glenwood Springs’ ongoing projects. For
more information, go to: cogs.us/projects.
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LEGEND
Project Areas
Opportunity Zone
Streets
Railroad

LOVA TRAIL

The LoVa trail will tie into the existing trail system in West Glenwood providing
bike and pedestrian access from Glenwood Springs to South Canyon and
eventually connect to Canyon Creek and New Castle. The City plans to build
700 feet of trail in 2022 that will connect West Glenwood to the outlook of
Gazebo towards the West.

SOUTH BRIDGE

The City is actively planning to build South Bridge in South Glenwood to provide
access from SH-82 to residents along Midland Avenue. This route would be vital
for emergencies, evacuation and safe access to and from South Glenwood.
The project is at 100% design.
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FUNCTIONS OF THE CITY

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS

The City Council creates policy that supports the prosperity of the community with the goal to adopt into the
municipal code. In return, city employees will execute these policies in the formation of departments, events,
and much more.
Building Department: Promotes and ensures that all development in the city of Glenwood Springs is
constructed in accordance with the standards of safety established by the Uniform Codes.
Economic Development: Responsible for the economic prosperity where businesses can thrive and grow within
Glenwood Springs.
Parks and Recreation: Provides enriching recreational activities, beautiful parks and open space for our
community. This department also oversees operations of the Community Center, Community Art Center and
the Glenwood Springs Municipal Airport.
Planning Department: Responsible for assisting City Council and the Planning and Zoning Commission in all
aspects of comprehensive and current planning in Glenwood Springs. This includes overseeing development
and implementation of the city’s Comprehensive Plan and other long-range planning endeavors. The
Department is also responsible for processing land use applications in accordance with the City’s
Development Code, Title 70 of the Municipal Code.
Public Safety: Provide Fire and Police around-the-clock support including response to calls, traffic enforcement,
enforce Municipal Ordinances and State laws, fire prevention and public education fire suppression, and
emergency medical operations.
Public Works: Provides maintenance, improvements, and planning to the City’s utility, street, pedestrian,
and bridge infrastructure, transportation including airport, biking/walking, parking, public transit, and traffic
calming. The city provides electric, community broadband, wastewater treatment, and water to the
community. In addition, owns and operates the local recycling center and landfill.

The City of Glenwood Springs volunteer boards and commissions serve to aid City Council with important
community topics with recommendations and ideas. The focus areas for each group differ, but each group
provides important insights to city staff and City Council. Volunteering is a great way to become more
involved and to serve our community. Please contact volunteer@cogs.us or 970-384-6449 with any questions.
Arts and Culture: Committed to promoting awareness, access, and appreciation of the fine, performing, and
practical arts for the City of Glenwood Springs.
Downtown Development Authority: Seeks to enhance and broaden the downtown experience for residents
and guests through infrastructure, beautification, pedestrian access and connections to open space, views
and river corridors.
Financial Advisory: Advise and assist the City Manager and Finance Director in the preparation of the City
budget, the establishment of accounting systems for the City, the planning of expenses, the projection of
revenues and the analysis of the other fiscal matters presented to the Board by the City Council.
Historic Preservation: Recommend to City Council methods for the protection and preservation of the
City’s historic and cultural heritage, provide educational opportunities to the public about the City’s unique
heritage, and stabilization of historic neighborhoods.
Housing: To investigate, study and report to the City Council any and all matters concerning housing issues
that directly affect the City including but not limited to housing opportunities, funding assistance, monitoring
of implementation.
Parks and Recreation: The Parks and Recreation Commission provides assistance to the City on matters
concerning parks, recreation, the Community Center, tree planting and maintenance.
Planning and Zoning: Steers the comprehensive and current planning in Glenwood Springs including
approving land use applications in accordance with the City’s Development Code, Title 70 of the Municipal
Code.
River: To investigate, study, and report to the City Council any and all matters concerning the use,
enjoyment, conservation of the rivers and streams in the City and its environs and the open space adjacent.

The City’s goal is to meet current and future needs by providing fast and reliable
internet service to residents and businesses. The City of Glenwood Springs was
one of the first cities in the United States to install and operate a fiber optic-based
network, known as Community Broadband Network (CBN). CBN is currently building
a state-of-the-art fiber-optic network that will deliver affordable and reliable internet
service to all of Glenwood Proper in 2022. The CBN system is a triple-redundant
system, meaning that if a long-haul line is cut in one location, the system
automatically switches over to one of the other two lines for connectivity.

Tourism Management: To promote regional activities, attractions, and events to increase tourism spending in
Glenwood Springs.
Transportation: To investigate, study and report to the City Council any and all matters concerning
transportation issues that directly affect the City to help shape future policies.
Victim Assistance & Law Enforcement: Reviews applications from victims of crime that have occurred within
the City of Glenwood Springs, awarding up to $500 per incident.

COUNCIL AND WARDS
Mayor and Council members are responsible for and responsive to the residents
who elected them which are dependent on their Ward.
CITY COUNCIL MEMBERS
Mayor Jonathan Godes
Ward 5
Elected: 04/2017, 04/2021
Elected Mayor: 04/2019, 04/2021
End of Term: 04/2025
Contact: jonathan.godes@cogs.us

Paula Stepp
Ward 4
Elected: 04/2019
End of Term: 04/2023
Contact: paula.stepp@cogs.us

Marco Dehm
Ward 1
Appointed: 04/2022
End of Term: 04/2023
Contact: marco.dehm@cogs.us

Mayor Pro Tem Charlie Willman
Ward 3
Elected: 04/2019
Elected Mayor Pro Tem: 04/2021
End of Term: 04/2023
Contact: charlie.willman@cogs.us

Tom Hershey
At Large
Elected: 04/2019
End of Term: 04/2023
Contact: tony.hershey@cogs.us

Ingrid Wussow
Ward 2
Elected: 10/2020 - Appointed to fill, 04/2021
End of Term: 04/2025
Contact: ingrid.wussow@cogs.us

Shelley Kaup
At Large
Elected: 04/2017, 04/2021
Mayor Pro Tem: 04/2019-04/2021
End of Term: 04/2025
Contact: shelley.kaup@cogs.us

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Danielle Campbell
Economic Development Specialist
970-384-6424

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Glenwood Springs City Hall | 101 W. 8th Street | Glenwood Springs, CO 81601
www.cogs.us/economicdevelopment

